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August  
Calendar of Events: 

 
ð 
 

August 4-8 
9am-3pm 

Blackboard Workshops 
 
ð 
 

August 4-7 
Future Professors 

Workshop 
 
ð 
 

August 11 
New Faculty Orientation 

 
ð 
 

August 11ï 15 
Faculty Prep Week 

 
ð 
 

August 18 
Classes Begin 

August 2008 Issue  
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Planning ahead? Save these dates for the Schoolhouse Film Festival and Teaching Excellence Se-
ries. . . (more) 
 
View our CTLT ñSummer Snapshotsò page. . . (more) 
 
ñHow do I integrate a Blackboard discussion component into my face-to-face class?ò CTLT Coordina-
tor Jean-Marie Taylor answers this question in ñAsk the CTLT Staffò. . . (more) 
 
ñSpotlight on CTLT Serviceò: Learn more about CTLTôs Instructional Strategies Consultations. . . 
(more) 
 
Take a sneak peak at our August calendar. . . (more) 

 
 
 
JOIN US FOR SUMMER FUN  
  AND LEARNING AT CTLT!   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñGood teaching is 
more of a giving of 
right questions than 

right answers.ò  
 

Josef Albers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Information/

Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Plan Now To Attend Faculty Prep Week  
 

Faculty Prep Week at CTLT begins Monday, August 11, and continues through Friday, August 15. 
This week-long series of workshops and more is open to the ISU teaching community (tenured, ten-
ure-track, NTT, AP, staff, and GAs) and offers ñjust-in-timeò support as you prepare for the upcoming 
semester. 
 

This yearôs faculty prep week offers two types of assistance: instructional and technical consultation 
hours and Blackboard mini-workshops. Additionally, we will have mini-manicure and chair massage 
services available from 9am to 4pm on Tuesday, so you will be both mentally and physically prepared 
for the upcoming semester!  
 

Consultation Hours  
Instructional and technical consultations are available Tuesday through Friday from 9am to 4pm. Call 
438-2542 to reserve a time slot.  
 

Consultation topics include but are not limited to:   
  

. First-day strategies  

. Honing your syllabus  

. Creating rubrics  

. Designing writing assignments  

. Making large classes interactive  

. Blackboard  

. Clickers (classroom response systems)  

. PowerPoint  

. Multimedia Content  
 

Blackboard Intensive Workshops  
These intensive workshops will help you set up and organ- ize 
your blackboard course sites. Please arrive at CTLT (301 S. Main) on time so we can create course 
shells for your courses.  
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Room 108  Monday 8/11  Tuesday 8/12  Wed. 8/13 Friday 8/15  Thursday 8/14  

9am-11am Migrating to BB BB: Content and 
Organization 

BB Introduction BB: Content and 
Organization 

Migrating to BB 

12pm-2pm BB Introduction Migrating to BB BB: Content and 
Organization 

Migrating to BB BB Introduction 

2pm-4pm BB: Content and 
Organization 

BB Introduction Migrating to BB BB Introduction BB: Content and 
Organization 

 

Consultations are 30-minute, one-

on-one conversations with mem-

bers of the CTLT staff regarding 

topics directly related to your teach-

ing and student learning.  We are 

happy to provide confidential feed-

back on course syllabi and policies, 

assignments, instructional strate-

gies, pedagogical approaches, in-

structional technologies, and more.  

http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
CTLTôs Video  

(Ad)Vantage pro-
gram allows you to 

watch yourself teach 
by having your class 

videotaped.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

August 11 Brings New Faculty Orientation   
 

  All new ISU faculty members (broadly defined as anyone   

  with  teaching responsibilities on our campus, including  

  NTTs and A/Ps with instructional duties) are encouraged 

  to attend New Faculty Orientation on Monday, August 11.   

  The dayôs events will begin in the Old Main Room of the 

  Bone Student Center at 8 am and conclude at 3:30  

  pm.  

 

This yearôs Orientation will feature a new, more interactive approach and include introductions to Illi-

nois State Universityôs vision, values, culture, history, students, programs, resources, and more.  It 

will also feature break-out sessions entitled The Successful Teacher, The Successful Researcher, An 

Orientation to Milner Library, Putting Down Roots: The Bloomington-Normal Community, Balancing 

Roles, and Difficult Situations in the Classroom. 

 

A highlight of the day will be a luncheon with musical entertainment by a group of University High 

School students and a presentation on ISU History by Dr. John Freed, professor emeritus.     

 

If you are a returning faculty member, a department chair, or a dean, please encourage your newest 

colleagues to join us for this opportunity to meet other new faculty and learn more about the Univer-

sity and the community.  If you are a new faculty member, be sure to register today!     

 

NEW FACULTY RECEPTION 
 

Following New Faculty Orientation, all new faculty members are invited to attend a reception hosted 

by President Al Bowman and Provost Sheri Everts at the University Residence, 1000 Gregory Street, 

from 4:00ï6:00 pm. 

 

  To see a copy of the dayôs schedule, click here.  To register for New Faculty Orientation, the New 

Faculty Reception, and/or New Employee Orientation, click here. 
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http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
http://www.ctlt.ilstu.edu/programs/nfoAgenda.php
http://www.ctlt.ilstu.edu/programs/nfo.php


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñI cannot teach any-
body anything; I can 

only make them 
think.ò 

 
Socrates 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Join the Conversation on ISUTEACH -L 
  
Students cheating on papers and exams.  Text messaging in class.  Laptops in the classroom.  Re-

sponding to a campus scare.  Civic and political engagement.  These are just some of the topics dis-

cussed on ISUTEACH-L, the Illinois State University listserv dedicated to conversations about teach-

ing and learning, during the past twelve months.  In addition to these discussions, the listserv has 

featured announcements about grant, publication, and presentation opportunities and links to articles 

on a wide variety of topics of interest to those of us teaching at the university level.   

 

In spite of this wide variety of content, however, ISUTEACH-L is a relatively low-traffic, minimally in-

trusive way to keep in touch with faculty across campus.   With more than 200 subscribersðfrom first

-year faculty to classroom veterans and administratorsðISUTEACH-L is an excellent resource when 

you need a quick answer to a burning question (ñHas anyone used blogs in a class?ò) or when you 

need a variety of perspectives on an issue (ñIs political engagement just another name for indoctrina-

tion?ò).   To join ISUTEACH-L, click here, and then click on the ñSUBSCRIBEò button next to  

ISUTEACH.     
 

Save the Dates for the Film Festival  
 

This fallôs Schoolhouse Film Festival at the Normal Theater is being held November 6 -9 at 7:00 pm 

each evening. Diversity in Education is this yearôs theme, and once again there will be food and dis-

cussion following each film. Join us for one or all four films! 

 

ñDiversityò Topic of Fall 2008 Teaching Series 
 

The CTLT Teaching Excellence Series of previous semesters have garnered much interest and par-

ticipation.  Faculty have responded well to attending a series of discussions pertaining to topics, such 

as Political Engagement, Crisis Management, Student Writing, Course Development, Group Assign-

ments,  and Reflective Teaching. 

 

This fall, rather than presenting two series of four workshops addressing separate topics, CTLT will 

be presenting eight workshops focused on the topic of student diversity in our classrooms. You are 

welcome to attend one or all, depending on your interest and availability. Watch for the workshop 

schedule in the September LINK and in your campus mail box. 
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http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
http://www.ilstu.edu/listserv


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

CTLT has a variety 
of grants available to 

help enhance  
teaching.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Snapshots of the Summer Institute  
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