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May 
Calendar of Events 

 
— 
 

May 13  
1-3 pm 

Taste of Summer Institute 
 

— 
 

May 14 
9 am-3 pm 

Day of Renewal  
 

— 
 
 

May 19-22 
9 am–3 pm 

Future Professors Workshop 
 

— 
 

May 19-23 
9 am-3 pm 

Blackboard Workshops 
 

— 
 

May 27-30 
9 am-3 pm 

Instructional Strategies Courses 
 

— 
  

May 29 
 9 am-3 pm 

Teaching with Technology; 
Second Life 

May 2008 
 
MAY 13: The ―Taste of the Summer Institute‖ offers a preview of CTLT’s summer programming 
for 2008… (more)  
 
MAY 14: Long spring semester got you down? Get re-energized with CTLT’s ―Day of Renewal‖… 
(more) 
 
Educause Quarterly article by COE faculty members looks at multiple universities’ experiences 
using e-portfolios in teacher education programs…(more) 
 
Ask the CTLT Staff: Cyndy Ruszkowski provides advice on integrating clickers into the  
classroom… (more) 
 
Meet the CTLT Staff: Graphic Designer Shawn Billo shares what he has learned in his 20 years 
of service at ISU…(more) 
 
May CTLT calendar at a glance . . . (more) 

 



DID YOU KNOW? 
 ISU’s Planetarium will 

present ―Aurora,‖ a program 
investigating the mysteries  

of the northern lights.  
The program takes place  

on weekends through May 
10. For more information, 

visit the University Calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A teacher is one  
who makes him or  

herself  progressively  
unnecessary.” 

 
Thomas Carruthers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Summer Institute Highlight 
 

Taste of Summer Institute: May 13 
As we kick off the 2008 Summer Institute, we hope you will 

join the CTLT staff for an overview and ―Taste of the 

Summer Institute‖ on May 13 from 12-3 p.m. in the 

Instructional Resource Commons at the ITDC Building 

(301 S. Main St., next to Jimmy John’s). 

 

Your hosts, CTLT Director Patrick O’Sullivan, Coordinator Cyndy Ruszkowski, and other members of 

the CTLT staff, will be available to share information about all the summer course and workshop 

offerings. The event will also feature short kick-off meetings for reading, writing, and portfolio circles 

between 1-2 pm. Faculty may sign up for regular summer circle meeting times during the afternoon. 

 

Faculty can also browse the Instructional Resource Commons to choose summer reading designed to 

enhance teaching and learning practices. There will even be a cookie tasting so you can help select the 

―Official Cookie of the Summer Institute.‖  

 

Plan to join us for the Taste of Summer Institute and make this summer a season of personal renewal 

and professional growth. For more information about the Taste of Summer Institute or to register for 

other CTLT programs and workshops, visit the CTLT Summer Institute webpage. You may also contact 

the CTLT by phone at 438-2542 or email at teachtech.ilstu.edu. 
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Reading Circles 
Kick-off Time: 1-1:20 pm 

 
CIRCLE 1: The Missing Professor   
CIRCLE 2: Teaching with Your 
Mouth Shut :  

 
Two summer reading circles will  
form around books related to  
university teaching. Reading circles 
will meet bi-weekly, and books will 
be provided. 

Writing Circles 
Kick-off Time: 1:20-1:40 pm 

 
Professional Writing Circle 
Personal Writing Circle 
 
 
Each circle will meet bi-weekly to 
write, read, and respond to each 
other’s work. Join the Professional 
Circle to work on scholarly texts or 
the Personal Circle to write for per-
sonal enrichment and pleasure.   

Portfolio Circles 
Kick-off Time: 1:40-2:00 pm. 

 
Meeting Dates: May 15, 1-3 pm; 
May 22, 1-2 pm; June 5, 1-2 pm; 
June 19, 1-2 pm  
 
If you’ve been nominated for a 
teaching award, summer is the time 
to start working on your portfolio. 
These meetings can provide  
guidance, support, and much-
needed deadlines for completing 
your portfolio. 

http://www.calendar.ilstu.edu/detail.taf?_function=detail&EventCategories_uid1=90&event_uid2=35095
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
http://www.ctltbeta.ilstu.edu/programs/summerInst.php
mailto:teachtech.ilstu.edu


DID YOU KNOW? 
 The Student Involvement 

Center helps students find 

their way by providing a 

multitude of opportunities to 

get involved on campus and 

helping registered student 

organizations to be 

successful. For more 

information, visit the  

Dean of Students Office. 

 
 
 

“Too often we give our 
children answers to 

remember rather than 
problems to solve.” 

 
Roger Lewin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Summer Institute Highlight 
 

Day of Renewal: May 14 
Join us on Wednesday, May 14, the day after spring 

grades are due for a Day of Renewal. Designed to help 

faculty relax and unwind from the stress of the 

semester, the event will include sessions that give 

participants some tools to help balance the many 

aspects of faculty life.  

 

Faculty will be able to re-energize and refocus with others from around campus with sessions on 

living a balanced life, nutrition, managing stress, and behavior change. Attendees are encouraged 

to wear comfortable shoes and clothes as there will also be opportunities for massage and yoga. 

Sessions will be led by Dr. Anne Cox (KNR), Dr. Sandy Colbs (SCS), Dr. Robert Cullen (FCS),  

Dr. Sara Cole (Health Sciences), Johanna Rayman (MSW), and Erin Malone (Yogastretch 

certified). 

 

All sessions are offered on a walk-in basis and take place in the ITDC building (click here for 

campus map). If you wish to join us for lunch, please email Beth Welch to RSVP  
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Day of Renewal 

9:00-9:20 9:30-10:20 am 10:30-11:20 11:30-12:30 12:30-1:20 1:30-2:20 
2:30-
3:00 

Welcome  

Making Your  
Behavior Change 
Goals a Reality 

(103) 

Nutrition’s Role 
in Chronic  
Disease 

(103) Stress  
Manage-

ment 
(IRC)   

 
 
 

Yoga  
(IRC) 

Wrap-
up  

Lunch with 
CTLT  

 
FREE! 

 
RSVP to  

Beth Welch  

How to Live a  
Balanced Life 

(IRC) 

Managing 
Stress During 

the Pre-Tenure 
Years (IRC) 

Chair Massage and Manicures 
(107) 

Chair Mas-
sage and 
Manicures 

http://www.deanofstudents.ilstu.edu/about_us/rso.shtml
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
http://www.ilstu.edu/map/find2d.phtml?indexwidth=320&indexheight=500&mapid=1&rectcoords=616_1599_665_1644&departmentname=Center_for_Teaching_Learning_and_Technology_(CTLT)
http://www.ilstu.edu/map/find2d.phtml?indexwidth=320&indexheight=500&mapid=1&rectcoords=616_1599_665_1644&departmentname=Center_for_Teaching_Learning_and_Technology_(CTLT)
mailto:eawelch@ilstu.edu?subject=Lunch%20Registration%20for%20Day%20of%20Renewal
mailto:eawelch@ilstu.edu


DID YOU KNOW? 
ISU is one of eight 

universities chosen to 
participate in the Political 

Engagement Project (PEP). 
For more information  

about PEP, visit  
ISU’s PEP webpage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The secret of education 
is respecting the pupil.”  

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Publication Explores e-Portfolios in Teacher Education  
 

Associate Professor Barb Meyer and Assistant Professor Nancy 

Latham, both from the Department of Curriculum & Instruction, 

recently published ―Implementing Electronic Portfolios: Benefits, 

Challenges, and Suggestions,‖ in Educause Quarterly, a leading 

journal for college and university managers and users of 

information resources. According to Dr. Mark Walbert, Associate 

VP for Academic Information Technology, Meyer and Latham are 

the first scholars from Illinois State to have published in this forum.  
 

The article explores the implications of e-portfolios in teacher education programs, noting the portfolios’ 

usefulness for guiding college programs interested in making changes in their curricula. As a result of 

their study of four universities’ implementation of e-portfolios, the authors assert that ―Communication, 

training for everyone, and continuous improvement in system use are imperative for successful 

implementation of an e-folio system.‖ 

―Illinois State University is one of the largest teacher education 

institutions in the country, and we use the electronic portfolio system, 

LiveText, as our tool for collecting data from our teacher candidates,‖ 

states, Barb Meyer. ―Looking at how our university and other 

universities implemented the electronic portfolio system provides 

teacher education and the individual programs within teacher education 

ideas about how to continue communicating about the system and 

teacher education requirements across campus. ― 

 

If you know of an ISU faculty or staff member who has published work 

related to teaching and learning, please contact CTLT Coordinator 

Cyndy Ruszkowski at 438-5848 or at clruszk@ilstu.edu. 
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Correction 
In the March issue of The LINK, we misspelled Professor Terry Noel’s name in the article ―College of Business Faculty 

Engage in Online Pedagogy with Blackboard Workshops.‖ Also, in the April Summer Institute Issue, we included some 

incorrect dates for the summer Portfolio Circle meetings. The correct dates are posted on the CTLT website and on 

page 2 in this newsletter issue. We apologize for these errors. 

Dr. Barb Meyer Dr. Nancy Latham 

http://www.americandemocracy.ilstu.edu/pep/
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
mailto:clruszk@ilstu.edu
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu


DID YOU KNOW? 
The average age of a 

doctoral student at ISU is 37. 
For more information about 

ISU’s student demographics, 
visit the ISU Factbook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“There are no difficult  
students–just students  
who don’t want to do  
it your way.”  

 
Jane Revell &  
Susan Norman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Ask the CTLT Staff 
 

Ask the CTLT Staff is based on questions received by CTLT staff members over 
the course of each semester. If you have a question related to teaching and 
learning, send it to us at teachtech@ilstu.edu. We’ll make sure you get an 
individual answer as soon as possible, and questions of general interest will be 
shared in The LINK. This month’s question is answered by CTLT Coordinator, 
Cyndy Ruszkowski. 
 

QUESTION: I’m considering trying “clickers” in my classroom, but don’t even 
know where to begin.  
 

Now that clickers are required in some first-year courses, most students already own them. That 
means many people around campus are considering using or are already using them in their 
classrooms and meetings. If you are still unfamiliar with this handheld device, you might recall a 
television game show that uses the phrase ―...and the audience says….‖ Gathering this kind of 
―audience‖ response is the primary—but not the only—use of clickers. 
 

As a data collection tool, clickers can provide immediate feedback on attendance, student learning,  
student opinions, and so on. They can also increase and maintain student engagement in class, 
increase participation and critical thinking, create a ―small-class feel‖ in large classrooms, offer 
immediate feedback for students, and add drama to the classroom setting. Students have grown up 
with all kinds of hand-held electronics, so it’s a technology that is easy for them to relate to. And if 
you’re already familiar with PowerPoint, preparing classroom clicker activities will be a snap. 
 

Because audience response system technology (clickers) is a relatively user-friendly tool for 
instructors, simply deciding to get started may be the most challenging step. The next step is learning 
to use them effectively to promote student learning, and this is crucial if clickers are going to be a 
positive addition to your teaching. Before you start, here are a few important questions to consider, 
either in the context of a clickers class or in conversation with experienced users: 
   

Why am I considering a Classroom Response system? (What problems can it help me solve?) 
What are my class goals, and how can clickers help achieve them? 
What ―clicker best practices‖ are proving to be most helpful for student learning? 
What types of challenges/problems might I expect, and what can I do about them? 
What types of clicker activities are currently available and being used? 
Should clicker responses be graded, and if so, how? 
Finally, how do I begin to prepare to use clickers in my classroom? 

                  Cont’d next page 
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http://www.pir.ilstu.edu/universityfacts/factbook/Book.pdf
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
mailto:teachtech@ilstu.edu


DID YOU KNOW? 
ISU is a part of the 

―Jumpstart McLean County‖ 
program, which pairs  

undergraduates with a needy 
child to help them with  

language, literary, and social 
skills. For more information, 
see the Jumpstart website.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If a child can’t learn the way 
we teach, maybe we should 
teach the way they learn.”  

 
Ignacio Estrado 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

6 Ask the CTLT Contôd 
 
Here are some basic ―first steps‖ to getting started using clickers technology: 

 
Download the software to your office computer desktop with assistance from your college tech 
department (preferable) or from the Turning Technologies website. 
  
Open TurningPoint from the downloaded icon on your desktop, click on Turning Point on the screen, 
click on ―Insert Slide‖ to begin creating your Power Point slides, and you’re off! 
 

Here’s where an Intro to TurningPoint Clickers class becomes important. If you haven’t already attended 
one, or if you could use a brush-up, several introductory short courses are being offered this summer at 
CTLT: 

 
Thursday, June 4, 2-3:30 pm 
Tuesday, June 17, 2-3:30 pm 
Tuesday, July 8, 2-3:30 pm 
Wednesday, July 30, 2-3:30 pm 
 

For more training and development options, visit the CTSS clickers training webpage. Advanced 
clicker courses will again be scheduled in the fall, and additional clicker support staff will also be 
available. Contact Sarah Walczynski, Computer Support 
Specialist (saskers@ilstu.edu, 438-8276) or Cyndy Ruszkowski, 
CTLT Coordinator (clruszk@ilstu.edu, 438-5848) for more 
information and for help integrating clickers into your classes. 
 
Support is also available from the following sources:  
 
ISU’s Clickers website has a wide range of information for 
students and faculty, including technology set-up and use, 
training classes and assistance, strategy and pedagogy ideas, 
examples of course syllabi using clickers, class examples, and a 
bibliography of resources. 
 
The campus clickers listserv is a great place to share ideas, ask 
questions, and hear about clickers learning opportunities. Join by 
going to the ISU listserv page, clicking on the classroom clickers 
button, and submitting your info. You will receive email 
confirmation that you’ve joined the list. 

http://www.jstart.org
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu
http://www.turningtechnologies.com/
http://www.ctss.ilstu.edu/clickers/faculty/training2.htm
mailto:saskers@ilstu.edu
mailto:clruszk@ilstu.edu
http://www.ctss.ilstu.edu/clickers/
http://listserv.ilstu.edu


DID YOU KNOW? 
ISU’s Gamma Phi Circus is 

one of two collegiate circuses 
remaining in the country. For 
more information about the 
circus, visit the Gamma Phi 

Circus webpage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“One teacher is better  
than two books.” 

 
German Proverb  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

  Name:  Shawn Billo 
 
  Title:  Graphic Designer  
 
  Education:  B.S. Visual Communications, Illinois State University  
 
  Family:  Mother in Yuma, AZ; two brothers in Rockford, IL  
 
 
 

―As a designer, I constantly strive to remain creative,‖ states Shawn Billo, graphic designer at the 
CTLT. ―It’s interesting to see the progression of my own work from year to year, decade to 
decade.‖ For over twenty years, Billo has been a part of Illinois State University, having 
graduated from ISU in 1987 with a BS in Visual Communications. Shortly afterward, Shawn was 
hired as a designer with Graphic Productions, an on-campus design studio. He credits his ISU 
professors with molding him into the professional he is today. ―Professor Pam Tannura, Joanne 
Long, Laura DiMascio, and Brian Braye all helped me along the way. I’ve worked with some 
really great people that have shared so much with me over the years,‖ states Billo. 
 
At the CTLT, Billo designs and produces graphics for the campus community, including 
brochures, booklets, posters, displays and web graphics. One of his challenges as a designer is 
trying to navigate the fine line between what he wants in a design and what the client needs. His 
goal is to create something that both he and the client are proud to display.  
 
―I enjoy designing and still feel challenged with various design projects. It has always been fun 
working with such a wide range of clients across the campus,‖ states Billo. He says that the best 
part of his job is the people he works with. Having spent much of his career here, he has worked 
with many ISU faculty and staff and has kept in touch with several even after they retired.  
 
In his free time, Shawn enjoys spending time with his girlfriend and family, and he even partakes 
of the occasional golf game. As a Chicago Bears season ticket holder, he loves tailgating and 
watching games at Soldier Field. In the summer, he once again heads north to watch the Cubs 
play. Billo also makes time to support his own ISU Redbirds by volunteering for the football team 
and attending basketball games as a season ticket holder. 

7 Meet the CTLT: Shawn Billo  

http://www.gammaphicircus.ilstu.edu
http://www.gammaphicircus.ilstu.edu
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu


DID YOU KNOW? 
ISU’s entire campus is now a 

registered arboretum.  For 
more information visit the Fell 

Arboretum website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Treat people as if they were 
what they ought to be and 

you help them become what 
they are capable of  
becoming.”  

 
 Goethe 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

   1 2 

5 6 7 8 9 

12 13 
12-3 pm 
Taste of Summer Institute 
 
1-2 pm 
Circle Kick-off 

14 
9 am-3 pm 
Day of Renewal 

15 
9 am-12 pm 
Reinvent Your Course 2 
 
1-3 pm 
Portfolio Circle 
 
9 am-3:30 pm 
Teaching w/ Primary Sources 
 

16 
9 am-3 pm 
Reinvent Your Course 1 

19 
9 am-3 pm 
Blackboard Intro & 
Gradebook 
 
10 am-3 pm 
Future Professors 
Workshop 

20 
9 am-3 pm 
Blackboard Content & 
Organization 
 
10 am-3 pm 
Future Professors Workshop 

21 
9 am-3 pm 
Blackboard Assignment 
Tool 
 
10 am-3 pm 
Future Professors 
Workshop 

22 
9 am-3 pm 
Blackboard Communication 
Tool 
 
1-2 pm 
Portfolio Circle 
 
10 am-3 pm 
Future Professors Workshop 

23 
9 am-3 pm 
Blackboard Assessment Tool 
 
 
 

26 27 
9 am-3 pm 
Blended/Online Course 
Design (part 1) 

28 
9 am-3 pm 
Blended/Online Course 
Design (part 2) 

29 
9 am-3 pm 
Connecting with Students 
 
9 am-3 pm 
Second Life 

30 
9 am-3 pm 
Technology-Assisted 
Discussions 

CTLT May Events 

http://www.ilstu.edu/depts/arboretum
http://www.ilstu.edu/depts/arboretum
http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu

