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October  Highlights 

 

October 1 
Teaching Excellence Series:  

―The Faculty Experience‖ 
 

— 
 

October 8 
Teaching Excellence  Series:  
―Resources for Teaching and 

Learning‖  
 

— 
 

October 9 
Early Career Faculty Circle: 

Teaching Outside Your Comfort 
Zone 

 

— 
 

October 15 
Teaching Excellence Series: 

―Universal Design for  
Learning‖  

 

— 
 

October 22 
Teaching Excellence Series: 

―Looking Ahead‖  
__ 

 

October 30 
Early Career Faculty Circle: 

Teaching Large Classes 
__ 

 

October 31 
Last day to submit proposals  

for the     
2009 Teaching & Learning  

Symposium 

October 2008 Issue  
 
Dr. James A. Anderson is the Keynote Speaker for the 2009 Teaching & Learning Symposium. . . 
( more )  
 
October 31 is the last day to submit proposals for the 2009 Teaching & Learning Symposium. . . 
( more )  
 
Take CTLT’s Short Courses to learn more about technologies that can benefit you and your  
students. . . ( more )  
 
Teaching Excellence Series sessions move to Wednesdays this month, but continue their 
focus on diversity. . . ( more )  
 
Mark your calendars now for CTLT’s Fall Film Festival, coming up in November. . .  ( more )  
 
Making Teaching Visible lets you see diverse instructional strategies in action. . . ( more )  
 
Ask the CTLT Staff: Coordinator Mayuko Nakamura answers a question about Blackboard’s 
Grade Book tool. . . ( more ) 
 
Get the most out of CTLT’s Opscan Evaluation Service by observing some simple tips during 
Midterm exam time. . .  ( more )  
 
Now’s the time to schedule a Midterm Chat with your class; both you and your students will 
benefit. . . ( more )  
 
Meet the CTLT Graduate Assistants. . . ( more )  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I like a teacher who gives 

you something to take 
home to think about be-

sides homework .”  
 

Edith Ann 
 (Lily Tomlin)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Noted Author to Speak at  
2009 Teaching & Learning Symposium 

 

CTLT is pleased to announce that Dr. James A. Anderson, co-editor of The Unfinished 

Agenda of Brown v. Board of Education (2004) and author of Driving Change through 

Diversity and Globalization—Transformative Leadership in the Academy (2007), will be 

the keynote speaker at the January 2009 Teaching & Learning Symposium.  
 

Dr. Anderson is the Chancellor of Fayetteville State University and a former professor 

of psychology at the University of Albany in New York. Anderson served as UA‘s Vice 

President for Student Success and Vice Provost for Institutional Assessment and  

Diversity from 2005-2007, leading efforts to advance academic success and learning, 

promote diversity and inclusion, and strengthen community partnerships and outreach.  
 

Anderson‘s participation in professional, civic, and higher-education organizations is reflected in his re-

search and writing. His scholarship has focused on the assessment of student learning as well as the im-

pact of diversity on student learning, retention and overall institutional effectiveness.*  
 

The ninth annual Teaching & Learning Symposium will take place on January 7, 2009 at the DoubleTree 

Conference Center in Bloomington. All faculty, staff, and graduate students are welcome to attend. 
 

*Information taken from http://www.uncfsu.edu/chancellorsearch/index.htm 

  

October 31 Last Day to Submit Symposium Proposals 
 

October 31 is the last day to submit proposals for the ninth annual Teaching & Learning Symposium, 

Teaching and Learning in a Diverse Community of Scholars.  CTLT welcomes submissions on topics re-

lated to any area of teaching and learning, especially those related to the Symposium theme.  Click here 

to view the complete Call for Proposals.    

 

Symposium sessions can take the form of 15 minute individual presentations, 45 minute panel presenta-

tions (minimum 3 panelists), and  poster presentations.  (CTLT will produce a poster from your design at 

no charge.) Click here or go to the CTLT website to learn more or to submit your proposal.    
 

The ninth annual Teaching and Learning Symposium will take place on Wednesday, January 7th, 2009 at 

the Doubletree Conference Center in Bloomington from 8:30 am-5:00 pm, with a reception to follow.  
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Did you know?  
 

Asked whether they would 
“want to attend future 

CTLT events” based on 
their experience during 
the 2008 CTLT Spring 
and Summer Institutes, 
participants responded 

with an average 4.7 rating 
on a 1-5 point scale ,  

5 being the best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

CTLT Offers Wide Range of New Short Courses 
 

CTLT has always provided short courses designed to help faculty and staff develop their software skills, but 
the courses listed below are new this semester.  Click here to register.   
 

SoftChalk Lesson Builder:October 1 (Wednesday, 2:00pm-4:00pm), December 2 (Tuesday, 2:00pm-
4:00pm) 
SoftChalk is a web lesson editor that allows you to create engaging, interactive web lessons and upload 
them to Blackboard courses. Web lessons can include interactive learning games such as customizable 
flashcards, image labeling, matching games, crosswords, and more.  
 

Turning Point Clickers: Running and Exporting Reports-October 9 (Thursday, 3:00pm-3:30pm),  
October 29 (Wednesday, 3:00pm-3:30pm) 
By learning to create Clickers Reports, you can directly export them to Blackboard courses. You will learn to 
create the most common reports, including result by questions, team scoring, and comparative scoring re-
ports.  
 

Introduction to Podcasting: September 26 (Friday, 10:00am- 12:00pm), October 21 (Tuesday, 2:00pm-
4:00pm) 
This course will answer all your questions about how to provide multimedia materials to students in the sim-
plest and least time-consuming way, as well as how to make the materials available on line.  
 

Communicating with Students through Texting and  Facebook: October 10 (Friday, 2:00pm-4:00pm), 
November 12 (Wednesday, 2:00pm-4:00pm) 
If you are unfamiliar with texting or Facebook, which many students now use to communicate, you may be 
missing out on some teaching-learning opportunities. Join us to learn about them!  
 

Introduction to Premier Elements: November 14 (Friday, 9:00am-11:00am) 
This workshop will show you the basic functions of Premier Elements, a powerful video editing program. 
Learn basic techniques such as cutting unnecessary portions, rearranging clips, and adding titles and transi-
tions.  
 

Creating Websites with Expression Web Template: October 31 (Friday, 2:00pm-3:30pm) 
In this short workshop, you will learn to modify an existing template and create your own professional web-
site. Learn to ―market‖ yourself to students and colleagues from all over the world.  
 

Introduction to In Design: November 12 (Wednesday, 9:00am-12pm) 
This session will give you an overview of the page layout editor. You will learn to place and move graphics 
and text to create an aesthetically pleasing format for printing.  
 

Intensive Workshop: SPSS Basics- October 2 (Thursday, 4:30pm-7:30pm) 
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“Good teachers are those 
who know how little they 
know. Bad teachers are 

those who think they know 
more than they don’t 

know.”  
 

R. Verdi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Teaching Excellence Series Continues This Month 
 

Illinois State University‘s commitment to diversity, most fully articulated in Educating Illinois, 2008-2014,  

is reflected in CTLT‘s Fall 2008 Teaching Excellence Series, Teaching Our Diverse Community of Learn-

ers.  The series offers eight sessions dealing with issues and experiences surrounding this topic.  
 

With half of the series successfully completed, participants have laughed and learned through a variety of 

topics. On Tuesday, September 2, Angela Davenport, Coordinator of Diversity Advocacy, led a round-

table discussion aimed at ―Defining Diversity.‖  On Tuesday, September 9, Matt Fuller, Assistant Director 

of the University Assessment Office, and Dr. Jan Murphy, Associate Provost, answered the question, 

―Guess Who‘s Coming to Class.‖ On Tuesday, September 9, the Guerilla Theatre Troupe explored issues 

of identity through a series of sketches entitled ―A Mile in Someone Else‘s Shoes.‖ And on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 23, four students shared their own experiences as members of underrepresented groups on ISU‘s 

campus as members of a panel on ―The Student Experience.‖   
 

In October the series moves to Wednesdays, as participants explore appropriate approaches to diversity 

in the classroom.  Plan now to attend as many of these events as your schedule allows.  Those who at-

tend 3 or more of the final four events will receive certificates of participation.   
 

Speaking of Diversity: The Faculty Experience    October 1, 3:00-4:30pm 

Panel: Meet faculty who have received awards for teaching in diverse environments with their award-

winning practices. Join us to share your own concerns and strategies and to increase your understanding 

of what it means to teach with diversity in mind. 
 

Speaking of Diversity: Resources for Teaching and  Learning  October 8, 3:00-4:30pm 

Panel: Representatives of campus units that specialize in enhancing and improving the learning experi-

ences of diverse learners will explain what they can offer to support faculty in the classroom. 
 

Universal Design for Learning      October 15, 3:00-4:30pm 

Workshop: Learn the practices and teaching strategies associated with Universal Design for Learning, an 

approach to instruction that addresses the needs of diverse learners in the classroom. 

Facilitator: Ann Caldwell, Director of Disability Concerns 
 

Looking Ahead        October 22, 3:00-4:30pm 

Presentation: Familiarize yourself with ISU‘s goals for the future of diversity on campus and find out what 

your contributions and role may be.                             All sessions meet in the CTLT Resource Commons. 
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Did you know?  
 

Asked whether they would 
―recommend the  

facilitator(s) to colleagues‖ 
during the 2008 CTLT 
Spring and Summer  

Institutes, participants re-
sponded with an average 
4.7 rating on a 1-5 point 
scale, 5 being the best.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 
 

 

2
nd

 Annual Schoolhouse Film Festival Begins Soon 
 

Plan an inexpensive, enjoyable night out with friends and family when CTLT and others host a four eve-

ning series of teaching-related films at the Normal Theater, November 6-9, at 7:00pm each evening. The 

theme of the films this year is ―Teaching Our Diverse Community of Learners.‖ For the price of your movie 

ticket, you will see a film and be eligible for giveaways, refreshments, and a follow-up discussion at the 

Coffee Hound or Medicis in uptown Normal. Come and help us honor your work and the work of other  

important teachers in your life with an interesting evening of memories, reflection, and learning.  
 

New to the Film Festival this year is a kick-off film event in the ISU Gallery on October 30, 3-5:00 pm, a 

showing of It’s Elementary: Talking About Gay Issues in School. We are encouraging faculty to schedule 

this free event as part of their fall course work where relevant, or at least to encourage students to attend. 

The Gallery Art displays, ―Transfigurations‖ and ―Graphic Imperative,‖ will also be relevant to this topic. 

Watch for additional details and save these dates. Join us for all five films if you can! 
 

ñMTVò ISU Style: Making Teaching Visible 
 

Making Teaching Visible (MTV) offers all ISU faculty the opportunity to visit colleagues‘ classrooms and 

see some innovative teaching in practice.  This is an excellent opportunity to explore new ideas, confirm 

the effectiveness of some of your own practices, experience the classroom from the perspective of a stu-

dent, or  learn about a different discipline. Faculty hosting MTV sessions during Fall 2008, the third se-

mester of the program, include the following: 

H. Tak Cheung, Fundamentals Concepts of Biology. Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:00am, Felmley 

         133. Uses clickers, video, Blackboard, experiments, and self tests. 

Ray Clemens, Philosophy of History. Tuesdays, 1:00–4:00pm, History Conference Room; or  

   Thursdays, 6:00–9:00pm, Stevenson 214. Uses music and Q&A. 

Alycia Hund, Lifespan Development. Wednesday, October 15 or Friday, October 24, 1:00–1:50pm,  

   EDW 235 (Capen). Uses think-pair-share and discussion. 

Trisha Klass and Stefanie McAllister, Administrative Applications of Educational Technology.  

   Wednesdays, 5:30–8:20pm and online by appointment. Uses online synchronous 

   teaching and Blackboard asynchronous teaching. 

Steve Hunt, Seminar in Persuasion. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00am, Fell 152. Uses discussion. 

 

For more information, go to http://www.ctlt.ilstu.edu/programs/mtVisible.php or contact Cyndy Ruszkowski 

at clruszk@ilstu.edu. Please notify the instructors of the dates you plan to visit their classes.  
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“Learning is what most 

adults will do for a living in 
the 21st century.”  

 
S.J. Perelman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

                              Ask the CTLT Staff   
 

Ask the CTLT Staff is based on questions received by CTLT staff members over the 
course of each semester. If you have a question related to teaching and learning, 
send it to us at teachtech@ilstu.edu. We‗ll make sure you get an individual answer as 
soon as possible, and questions of general interest will be shared in The LINK. This 
month‘s question is answered by CTLT Coordinator Mayuko Nakamura. 
 

QUESTION: “Students are asking me to post grades in Blackboard.  I don’t know much 
about Blackboard, but I would like to do it if it’s easy for me and if it helps students to 
keep track of course work.” 
 

More and more students are asking professors to use Blackboard for their courses.  Blackboard is an ISU- 

supported course management system that offers many features that both instructors and their students 

find useful.  Blackboard provides a space in which instructors can place handouts and course materials, 

conduct online discussions, administer online quizzes, and collect student work.  One of the most popular 

features of Blackboard, however, is Grade Book.  Grade Book provides a secure place to post student 

grades.  When an instructor uses Blackboard Grade Book, students see only their own grades, but they 

can see them any time of the day or night.   
 

In order to use Grade Book in Blackboard, you will first have to request a Blackboard course using two 

forms available on the CTLT website.  The first form requests a course; the second requests a one-time 

upload of your course roster.  (After the initial upload, instructors are responsible for any additions or dele-

tions, but these are not difficult procedures.)  Once a course has been created and the student names 

have been uploaded, the instructor can go into the course and start working on the Grade Book.  An  in-

troductory handout is available to explain how to use the Grade Book, and CTLT offers short courses in 

Blackboard Grade Book as well.   
 

If you already record grades in Excel or other grade book programs, you can import these grade books in 

to Blackboard. That way, you don‘t have to start from scratch if you want to take advantage of Black-

board‘s security and access features.  Instructions for importing grades can be found at this link.  You can 

also import Opscan and Clickers reports into your Blackboard Grade Book. 
 

The next CTLT Blackboard Grade Book workshops will be held on October 1 and December 2, from 2-4 

pm.  Our Blackboard Support Team can also assist you individually on the phone, in person or as a small 

group.  Please contact Mayuko by e-mail (mnakamu@ilstu.edu) or call 438-2628 if you have any ques-

tions about Blackboard Grade Book.   
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Did you know? 
 

Asked whether they found 
the “time spent worthwhile” 

during the 2008 CTLT 
Spring and Summer  

Institutes, participants  
responded with an average 

4.6 rating on a 1-5 point 
scale, 5 being the best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Midterm Information from Opscan Evaluation 
 
Midterms are fast approaching, and that means Opscan will be very busy at the beginning of October. To 

make the grading process smoother, here are a few tips to consider before grading your Opscan test: 
 

Make sure that any GA/TAs working for you have authorization slips on file with our office so they can 

pick up scanned sheets and test results. We have preprinted forms available, or you can write a letter 

on department letterhead that lists the names of the GAs or TAs who may pick up graded tests. The 

authorization will be in place for one academic year. 

If you are giving more than one test to a class section, then the Opscan sheets for each version 

should be separated into its own pile and a key should be made for each pile. 

Fill out your key and note any questions that have more than one answer marked on the key. Remem-

ber: For each question, faculty can have more than one answer marked as correct on key, while stu-

dents are allowed only ONE answer. 

If your GA/TA is dropping off the test, make sure he or she knows what results you want, either paper 

or electronic. 
If you want to receive scores in an Excel spreadsheet and you have never gotten electronic results from 

us before, contact us to set up a password that we may use to encrypt the file. We are required by federal 

law to protect any student information sent electronically. 

Midterm Chats  

End-of-semester course evaluations are helpful, but sometimes we read them and think, ―I wish someone 

had said something about ‗x‘ during the semester instead of at the end!‖ 

CTLT‘s Midterm Chat service is designed to gather feedback from students during the semester, allowing 

you to make minor adjustments to the course for the sake of improving student learning.  As a faculty 

member from the College of Arts and Sciences who recently used this service explains, ―The interactive 

format used in conducting the midterm chats generates the kind of feedback on my teaching that is hard 

to glean from the end-of-term evaluation forms. The follow-up meeting is also very useful and helps me 

identify teaching techniques and resources that I can use to respond to students‘ needs and concerns. I 

would highly recommend a mid term chat to all instructors who are interested in developing their teaching 

skills and improving student learning.‖ 

If you‘d like to learn more about Midterm Chats, click here or go to www.teachtech.ilstu.edu/services and 

click on ―Midterm Chats.‖  Then call 438-7695 or email teachtech@ilstu.edu to arrange your chat today.    
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“Formal Education will 
make you a living; self  

education will make you 
 a fortune.”  

 
Jim Rohn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 

Meet the CTLT Graduate Assistants  
 

Elizabeth Zold  
Elizabeth is a first year Ph.D. student in English Studies. Her research interests include eight-

eenth-century travelogues and satire. Elizabeth has been working at CTLT since January 

2007, and does a variety of jobs including helping CTLT staff members with researching, 

planning, and organizing numerous faculty development projects such as New Faculty Orien-

tation, the Teaching Excellence Series, and the Teaching & Learning Symposium. She is 

also a co-instructor for Future Professors, a professional development program for graduate 

students. In addition to her work at CTLT, Elizabeth is a part-time graduate teaching assis-

tant in the Department of English. 
 

Keely Koda  
Keely graduated in 2007 from Oregon State University with an Honors B.S. in Mathematics 

and a minor in both Actuarial Science and German. She is currently a second-year ISU    

graduate student in Mathematics with an emphasis in Actuarial Science. During her under- 

graduate studies, she was the chief office assistant for a non-profit organization on the 

Oregon State Campus for three years. She performs various duties for CTLT‘s Opscan 

Evaluation Service.  
 
 

Jess Strohfeldt  
Jess received dual bachelor degrees in Deaf Studies and Theatre at California State Univer-

sity, Northridge. She currently teaches American Sign Language classes at Illinois Central 

College while pursuing her Masters in Special Education with a teaching certification empha-

sis on deaf and hard of hearing students, age 3-21.  She is co-president of the Deaf Redbirds 

Association. In her first year at CTLT Jess is working on a variety of projects, including The 

Link, publicity, and programming, including the Teaching & Learning Symposium and New 

Faculty Orientation.  

Olivia Morris  
Olivia  is pursuing her Ed.D.in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Her research in-

terests are in Education Technology and she has been working at CTLT since July 2007 to 

gain some experience in instructional technology and faculty support. She enjoys working at 

CTLT because of the wonderful staff which is very supportive to graduate assistants. She be-

lieves that they work very hard to ensure that GAs get the work experience they need for  

future employment. 
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Did you know? 
 

Asked whether they would 
“leave eager to improve 

teaching” during the 2008 
CTLT Spring and Summer 
Institute, participants re-
sponded with an average 
4.6 rating on a 1-5 point 
scale, 5 being the best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/
Registration: 

www.teachtech.ilstu.edu 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
*Note:  TES is our Teaching  
             Excellence Series. 
 
             ECP Development  
             Circle is Early  
             Career Professional 
             Development Circle 

 1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 

6 
 
2:00-4:00pm  
Wiki & Online Collaboration 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
  9:00-11:30am 
  Word 2007: Level 2 
   
 

9 
9:00am-12:00pm  
Excel  2007: Level 2 
 
3:00pm ï4:30pm  
Turning Point Clickers: 
Reports 
 
3:00-4:00pm 
ECPDC 

10 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
9:00-10:30am 
Word 2007: Mail Merge 
 
1:00-4:00pm 
Intro to Blackboard CE6 

16 
 
9:00am-12:00pm  
Blackboard CE6:quizzes 

17 
 
 

20 
 
10:00am-12:00pm 
Blackboard CE 6: 
Communication Tools 
 
3:00-4:00pm  
Upgrading to PowerPoint 
2007 
 

21 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 30    9:00amï 12:00pm  
         Access 2007: Forms 
  
         1:00-3:30pm  
         Word 2007: Level 1  
 
         3:00-4:00pm 
         ECPDC 
          3:00pm-5:00pm 
         Film Fest Kick Off  

31 

   3:00-4:30pm  
   TES: ― Resources for   
   Teaching and Learning‖  

3:00-4:30 pm  
TES: Universal  
Design for Learning‖  

 
9:00am-12:00pm 
Photoshop Part 1 
 
 
3:00-4:30pm  
TES: ― Looking  Ahead‖ 
 

9:00-11:00am  
Upgrading : Excel 2007  

2:00-4:00pm 
Blackboard CE6:groups 

9:00-11:00am  
Dreamweaver: Level 1 

4:30-7:30pm  
Intro to SPSS 16  

1:00-4:00pm  
Access 2007: Level 1  

10:00am-12:00pm 
Intro to Camtasia 
 

1:00-3:00pm 
Blackboard CE6: 
Grading & Rubrics 

 
9:00-11:00am 
iMovie (Mac) 
 
2:00-4:00pm 
Texting  and 
Facebook 

 
9:00-11:00am  
Movie Maker  
(Windows)  

 

9:00-11:00am  
Digital Photo Editing 
 
2:00-3:30pm 
Creating a Web Site with 
Expression Web 

9:00am-12:00pm 
Digital Camera  
Basics 

9:00-11:00am 
Blackboard CE6: 
Journaling/Reflective 
Assignments 

3:00-4:30pm  
Intro to Turning Point 
Clickers 

9:00-11:00am 
Blackboard CE6: 
Content  & Organization 
 
2:00-4:00pm  
Intro to Podcasting  

9:00-11:00am  
Blackboard CE6: 
Assignment Tool 
 
1:00-4:00pm  
Excel 2007:Level 1  

 
9:00am-12:00pm  
Photoshop Part 2  
 
3:00-4:30pm  
Turning Point  
Clickers: Reports 

9:00-11:00am  
Upgrading: Word  2007 
 
2:00-4:00pm  
Blackboard CE6:  
Gradebook 
 
3:00-4:30pm  
TES: ―The Faculty 
Experience‖  

  1:00-3:30pm  
  Expression Web: Level 1 

http://www.teachtech.ilstu.edu

