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January  
Calendar of Events  

 

ð 
 

Jan. 15 & 17  
 

9 amð12 pm 
Upgrading to Blackboard 

 

ð 
 

Jan. 22 
 

2-3:30 pm 
TurningPoint Clickers 

 

ð 
 

Jan. 23   
 

9-11:30 am 
Word 2007 Level I 

 

ð 
 

Jan. 24 & 25  
 

9 am-12 pm 
Blackboard Introduction 

 

ð 
 

Jan. 30  
 

Noon-1:00 pm 
Teaching Excellence Series: 

If Not Us, Then Who? 
ð 

 

Jan. 31  
 

3:30-5:00 
SoTL Event 

ñPerspectives on Learning:  

January 2008 Issue  
 

2008 Teaching & Learning Symposium Jumpstarts Spring Semester... (more) 
 
Recipients of FIRST  ñPaths to Excellence Awardò Announced at Symposium é (more) 
 
January SoTL event shares faculty and student perspectives on learningé(more) 
 
Spring 2008 Teaching Excellence Series focus on dealing with crises in the classroom and  
motivating political engagement é(more) 
 
Ask the CTLT! Cyndy Ruszkowski shares ideas for improving class discussions ...(more) 
 
Teaching-Learning Communities feature two new book groups and more! é(more) 
 
Clickers conversion underwayé(more) 
 
CTLT Names Outstanding University Teaching Award Winners...(more) 
 
Plan now to schedule a midterm chat for your classé(more) 
 
New Faculty share first semester challenges and triumphs at the December luncheoné(more) 
 
Meet the CTLTôs Opscan Manager Victoria Bushé(more) 
 
January 2008 Calendar at a glanceé(more) 
 

WELCOME BACK!  



DID YOU KNOW? 
If your department is bring-
ing in candidates for inter-
views, you can include the 

CTLT on your tour.  
To learn more, visit the 

CTLT online at  
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu/
services/candTour.php. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching is engaging  
students, engineering an  

environment in which they 
learn.  

 
Ken Bain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 

Gladly We Learn and Teach:  
2008 Teaching & Learning Symposium  

Jumpstarts Spring Semester  
 

Illinois State Universityôs 2008 Teaching & Learning Symposium was notable for both quality and 
quantity.  According to David Marx, a teaching award winner from Physics who has attended 
every Teaching & Learning Symposium since 2004, ñThe overall quality and usefulness of the 
talks I attended at this yearôs symposium were the best compared to any of the previous Teach-
ing and Learning Symposia I've attended.ò    
 
In addition, the 2008 Symposium was the largest to date, attracting more than 275 participants 
from thirty-five of ISUôs thirty-six academic departments, all seven of ISUôs colleges, University 
High School, and fifteen other units and/or centers. It also attracted at least one registrant from 
each of three other area institutions: Heartland Community College, Illinois Wesleyan University, 
and Illinois Community College. And, of the 103 presenters for the day, 70% were ñnewò this 
yearðthat is, they did not present at last yearôs Symposium. 
 
In a day devoted to conversations about teaching and learning, participants were able to make 
important connections across sessions. As Grace Foote Johns, Physics, noted, ñIt was neat to 
hear Dr. Tak Cheung speak about how he reorganized his BSC 101 course to put applications 
first--asking students questions such as óWhy are we unique?ô leading to inquiries from the stu-
dents about concepts and theories related to natural selection, etcðand then to have Ken Bain 
the keynote speaker, espouse the very same pedagogical approach of students ódoingô . . .  
then . . .  ótheorizingô and then studying previously posited theories . . . .ò 
 
Other participants were quick to note the significance of the Symposium as a university-wide 
event. ñI have always considered myself fortunate to be at an institution that cares about quality 
teaching,ò said Kay Moss, Associate Vice President for Academic Administration. The Sympo-
sium ñwas a reminder of just how much we do care about this greatest of enterprises.ò 
 
See page 3 for a symposium ñphoto album,ò highlighting just some of the dayôs many events. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
You may not post student 
grades by Social Security 
number (or any variant of 
that number) or by student 

University ID. For more infor-
mation, visit the Student Pri-

vacy and Posting grades 
document at 

www.provost.ilstu.edu/
downloads/

posting_grades.pdf. 
 
 
 
 

Learning is like rowing up-
stream. Not to advance  

is to row back. 
 

Chinese proverb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Information/Registration: 
www.teachtech.ilstu.edu  

Scenes from the Symposium  
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